EV EXxpress

Pope Francis: The Church is sent to
bring the Gospel to the whole world

Pope Francis reflected on the apostolic and
missionary aspect of the Church during his
Wednesday General Audience on October 16.

“To profess that the Church is apostolic means to
underline the profound connection, the association it
has with the Apostles, with that small group of 12
men that Jesus called to Him one day, He called
them by name, to remain with Him and to send them
out preach,” the Holy Father said.

“Apostle, in fact, is a Greek word that means “one
who is sent”, “envoy”. The Apostles were chosen,
called and sent by Jesus to continue his work.”

The Holy Father went on to underline three aspects
of the apostolic nature of the Catholic Church, the
first being that the Church was founded on the basis
of preaching and prayer of the Apostles. Citing St.
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, the Pope stated that
we as Christians are the “living stones” that form the
Church, which is supported by the Apostles who are
the columns and the cornerstone which is Christ.

“The Apostles lived with Jesus, they heard his
words, they shared in his life, and above all were
witnesses of his Death and Resurrection,” the Holy
Father said. “Our faith, the Church that Christ
wanted, is not founded on an idea, or on a
philosophy, but on Christ Himself. And the Church
is like a plant that has grown over the centuries, it
has developed, it has borne fruit, but its roots are
well-planted in Him and the fundamental experience
of Christ that the Apostles, chosen and sent by Jesus,
and now comes to us.”

The second aspect of the Church’s apostolic nature
is its role, with the help of the Holy Spirit, “in
keeping and handing on the teaching, the ‘good
deposit,” the salutary words she has heard from the
apostles,” as stated in the Catechism of the Catholic
Church.
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The Church, he said, preserves this “precious
treasure” consisting of the Sacred Scripture,
doctrine, the Sacraments, the ministry of
Pastors, all of which allows us to participate in
the life of Christ.

“It is like a river that flows through history, it
develops, it irrigates, but the water that flows is
always that which comes from the source, from
Christ Himself: He is the Risen One, the Living,
and his words do not pass,” the Holy Father
said.

The Holy Father called on the faithful to
contemplate on the importance of the gift that
Christ has given us, the gift of the Church.

Speaking on the final aspect, the Holy Father
said the Church is apostolic because it is sent to
bring the Gospel to the whole world. Christ’s
call to “make disciples of all nations” highlights
this missionary aspect of the Church.

“Christ, the Pope said, invites us all to go meet
with others, he sends us, he asks us to move
ourselves to bring the joy of the Gospel!”

Concluding his address, the Holy Father stated
that Church always looks towards the future
with the clear indication that it is sent, that it is
missionary.

“A Church that closes in on itself and stays in
the past betrays its own identity,” the Pope said.
“Now, let us all rediscover the beauty and the
responsibility of being an apostolic Church.”

Source:

Pope Francis: ‘Christ Invites Us to Go Out and
Bring Joy of the Gospel’




Please visit our EV Web page:
1. Go to church web site at
www.transfigurationnyc.org

2. Click ‘Evangelization Group’ under the pull down
menu ‘Parish Life’.
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— Free to join, no age limit.
— 1 hour of service contributed = 1 earned credit
— Credits can be redeemed for services from members

— Enjoy discounts from participating business

Come to use our God’s gifts to serve our community. You
could get the enrollment form at the welcome desk .

For Evangelization in Chinese Community
Prayer to the Martyrs of China

Almighty God, we give you thanks for choosing
many Chinese faithful to witness for Christ by
giving up their lives. We especially thank you
for bestowing sainthood on over one hundred
martyrs of China. We beg you that through the
intercession of all the martyr-saints of China,
many more Chinese would know Christ and
follow His Way. We also pray that we may
follow the example of these martyrs by
remaining strong in faith, hope and love, by
overcoming fear and hardship and sacrifice,
and by boldly proclaiming our faith. May the
Gospel of Jesus Christ be spread throughout
China and may Chinese people in all parts of
the world receive the light of faith and the grace
to follow Christ each day, so as to enter your
everlasting kingdom. We ask this in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and
ever. Amen.
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