Spiritual Life
The Third Sunday of Easter
By: Fr. Greg Ames

The essay was titled, “Hopelessly Devoted.” And that is
exactly what he is. Michael Elliot is from England, and
has always been a big soccer fan. And even when he has
lived abroad, he follows carefully the Liverpool Football
Club. It’s been going on for years, and he realized that
being a fan of a sport-no matter what the sport–creates
this vision of yourself, and your link to others. He writes,
We fans like to describe our passion in religious terms, as
if the places our heroes play were secular cathedrals. It’s
easy to see why. When you truly, deeply love a sports
team, you give yourself up to something bigger than yourself, not just because your individuality is rendered insignificant in the mass of the crowd, but also because being
a fan involves faith. No matter what its current form may
be, your team is worthy 0of blind devotion. Belief is all.
You are witnesses of these things.
The readings during the Easter Season focus us on what
happened to that team of people we call the disciples. And
they call us, this team of people we call the Church, to
focus on what is happening for us. It is clear that Jesus
wants us to be devoted, to give ourselves up to something
bigger than ourselves. But not blind devotion; eyes wide
open. You, each of you, is called to be not a fan of Jesus,
but his witnesses. It involves more than standing on the
sides cheering. To be a witness means a willingness to do
what Jesus did, not in his whole life, but what he did in
that room:
He stood in their midst The disciples were not only
afraid that this was a ghost. They were afraid that if it really were Jesus, they were now in trouble. They ran away,
they denied him, they doubted. But Jesus stands in their
midst, greets them, talks to them, asks if they got anything
to eat. It is a reminder that Jesus never stood on the sidelines. He was in the game, whether it was a winning moment or a terrible defeat. To be his witness means we
stand in the midst. And the goal is not to do great things,
to say smart words, but to simply enter every moment
with the desire to bring peace.

He showed them his hands and his feet. He could have
said look into my eyes, study my face, listen to my voice
and you will know it is me. He didn’t. He showed them
his wounds. This is touching to me, and very tender. If
you are going to be a witness, then you have to believe
that you find faith in your wounds. It is in the stupid
choices, the failure to be kind, the addiction, the depression, the sins-that is where we recognize Jesus. I’m not
really certain that perfect people even need Jesus. But
wounded people, like Peter, like you, like me. We need
him. Maybe our world, our church, our lives would not be
such a mess, if we could say to people, show me your
wounds, let me see your struggles, because that is where
we will find Jesus.
Then he opened their minds. For the past week and a
half, I have periodically heard a tapping at my window.
When I hear it, I go from window to window, confused as
to who is out there. There is never anything, until one day,
when I thought I was losing my mind, I saw it. A bird-a
cardinal actually–seeing its reflection. Throughout his
life, Jesus is tapping away at the disciples minds: forgiveness, mercy, understanding, peace, love. And they
would move from room to room not certain. And now in
this moment– this room, they got it. They got it because
they realize that they were the ones who needed forgiveness, mercy, understanding, peace, and love. As they
received those things they needed, they figured it out;
they were to tap on the lives of others and bring them
these same gifts.
The work of Advent season is to prepare for the coming
of Jesus. The work of the Christmas season is to realize
Jesus shares our human life. The work of the Lenten Season is to reform our lives. And the work of the Easter season? It is to listen to that tapping. It is to open our minds.
It is to believe that each of you must be a source of forgiveness, mercy, understanding, peace and love for someone else. You are, after all, witnesses of all these things.

Readings of the Week
Acts 3:13-19

1 John 2:1-5
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Luke 24:35-48
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