SPIRITUAL LIFE

S5th Sunday of Lent

I saw a review of a computer game called “Central
High.” It is an interactive game in which the player
takes the role of Kevin, a suburban teenager, who has
been selected to save the world from angry, unseen
aliens. Each decision Kevin makes in six days deter-
mines the fate of the world. As Kevin, you face hun-
dreds of questions from whether to eat salad for din-
ner, whether to talk back to your teacher, whether to
steal Dad’s car. Kevin can gain additional points when
he gives a good example. The problem, said the arti-
cle, is that the game is hard to win. I lost three times in
a row before giving up in frustration the reviewer
complained. She said that listening to the mother say
cheerfully, again and again, Have a nice day dear, was
incentive to do the wrong thing. So that is what she
did. She picked the clearly wrong answers. The result,
unfortunately, is that nothing happens. The game just
ends. You sit through endless hours of repetitive dia-
logue with no ultimate payoff.

Our life is not a computer game, but it is about choic-
es. And sometimes, most times, it is hard to choose.
We sit through hours, days, years of repetitive dia-
logue. But the payoff is not saving the world from al-
iens. It is becoming more like Jesus. Lent is that time
of examining our choices. Entertaining as it may be to
evaluate someone else’s choices, it is about our choic-
es. How’s Lent been...not started yet? No worry.
Whether you are seeking to salvage or deepen your
Lent, today I offer you three verses. Pick one. Say it
aloud the whole week. Pray it each day and think
about it when you make a daily choice:

I will make a new covenant The words are from Jere-
miah, speaking at a time when Israel had been unfaith-
ful to God and failed in its commitments. Jeremiah
says that God always wants us back; is committed to
us. To come back, you don’t have to say a lot of things
or do all kinds of stuff. Just give God a new heart. /
will make a new covenant. If you choose this verse,
will you this week look at your commitments? Do
your daily choices strengthen or weaken your commit-
ment? What new thing would you do to be closer to
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God, your parents, your spouse, your child, those you
love?

He learned obedience from what he suffered Spoken
by the unknown author of Hebrews, these words re-
mind us that Jesus did suffer, get angry, was fright-
ened and disappointed, felt pain. In all those moments,
he kept his heart open, believing that the Father was
there. Sometimes we do not know why we suffer;
sometimes when we love deeply, we will suffer. But
God is always near. He learned obedience from what
he suffered. If you choose this verse, will you this
week, look at your pain whether it be a headache or a
heartache? Will you realize that even in tears and pain,
you have a choice: close your heart and be angry, bit-
ter, unpleasant. Or open your heart to God?

Sir, we would like to see Jesus When those words
were first spoken, many wanted to see Jesus: some out
of curiosity, some to sincerely follow, others to test
him, still others to kill him. But all who encounter Je-
sus find that he preaches the same thing: true life and
true love are when we give ourselves completely in
service to God and forgiveness to others. Love is not
about me; it is about us. Sir, we would like to see Je-
sus. If you choose this verse, will you ask yourself this
week: do I want to see Jesus; why? To get something,
discover something, learn something, be a different
person? Do you choose to see him each day in your
office, your classroom, your home? Do you choose to
let him be seen in you?

I will make a new covenant; He learned obedience
from what he suffered; Sir, we would like to see Jesus.
Unlike computer games, there are no “do overs” in
life. We are responsible for every choice. But the good
news, is that we can always begin again, with a new
heart, despite past pain, with a new vision. Pick a
verse, any verse. Each day think about it, pray on it,
speak it aloud, argue with it, understand it. Let it even
become repetitive. Let one of these verses guide you,
and I promise, the payoff will be big. You might not
save the world, but you could just change your own.

READINGS OF THE WEEK

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Hebrews 5:7-9

John 12:20-33
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