Spiritual Life
The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Adopted from ‘Word of God’
TALENTS
A talent in our Lord’s time was a large unit of
weight of a precious metal. A talent of silver came in two sizes,
the larger one being used in the eastern part of the Roman empire.
It was an ingot of about 80 pounds worth 6,000 times the daily
wage of a casual laborer and therefore represented a considerable
amount of investment capital. Those who argue that capitalism is
intrinsically unjust should note that God is portrayed enthusiastically by Jesus in his parable as a capitalist. His whole creation is
capital investment for the future, that is, for the kingdom of heaven. Man has been put in charge of this investment and is expected
to make it fructify magnificently, immensely, infinitely, eternally.
The very first command he receives, that which is recorded in the
Genesis story of creation, is: Increase and multiply…From all
that is given us: life, health, physical and mental faculties, faith,
sacraments, charisms, etc., God expects a return. All these things
are talents. To some he gives many; to others few. If I only have
one talent, I am still the recipient and the instrument of God’s
tremendous generosity. And the opportunity and joy are given me
to become generous like him, for I am made in his image and
likeness. I can contribute to the happiness of God’s kingdom. In
God’s capitalistic system, suffering and privation are also assets—they can be made to produce infinitely more good than
could otherwise have happened. It is also to be noted that such
capitalism must be consonant with the justice and morality that
God teaches and must be for the benefit of all. When it becomes
greed, exploitation, sexual depravity, etc., those who devote their
lives to such sterile enterprises will one day “weep and gnash
their teeth” when they finally perceive the truth of the proverb:
“Of all the words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these: It might
have been!”
Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20, 30-31
The song of the valiant woman which comes as a fitting climax at
the end of the Book of Proverbs has twenty–two verses in all. It
has a fitting place also at the end of this liturgical year A and as a
prelude to the Feast of Christ the King. It belies those who claim
that the Bible belittle womanhood. But perhaps the whole of it
should be heard instead of just eight verses. It is an alphabetical
poem, the ABC’s of the ideal wife. In the Jerusalem Bible, it is
arranged with each verse opposite its letter: Aleph, Beth, Ghimel,
etc. Mgsr. Knox has translated it into an English alphabetical
poem. Verse 16 shows that the ideal woman believes in using her
talents to the full: “She sets her mind on a field and buys it; with
what she has earned...she plants a vineyard.” And verse 25 speaks
of her greeting the Day of the Lord, of which we are reminded

today by the second reading, with joy: “She can laugh at the days
to come. Proverbs belongs to the group of wisdom books and this
poem is a striking example of how wisdom is personified and,
moreover, personified as a woman.
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Last Sunday, we heard Paul telling his Thessalonians disciples
not to worry if they were dead when the parousia or the Day of
the Lord arrived. They would come alive for the event—that
would be the very first effect of our Lord’s coming in glory. The
Gospel of today adds: Do not worry, just be fruitful while you are
alive. Chesterton, in his poem about Mr. Mandragon, a bloodless,
sterile type of millionaire, suggests humorously that he refused to
be fruitful even as a corpse, having himself cremated instead:
“And now he lies all fluffy and soft and grey and certainly quite
refined, when he might have rotted to fruit and flowers with Adam and all mankind.” The Thessalonians also worried about
whether the parousia was imminent. We should live as if it were.
The Gospel of today refers to the Lord’s return as “a long time
after” he had entrusted each of his servants with part of his investment capital. As with his talents, the Lord gives little time to
some much time to others. However little or much, let it be fruitful. As for the time that remains before this world comes to an
end, however long it may be, it will be cut short, says Paul, in
that our Lord’s return will be catastrophically sudden and unexpected—like a thief in the night.
Matthew 25:14-30
The godless society presents a world that is meaningless and
drab, and many of its citizens take refuge in escapist pursuits and
pleasures. Let us not be drowned by the huge volume of the nonsense that is printed, filmed, and broadcasted daily. Let us prepare ourselves to listen to the word of God as it comes to us every
week on the Lord’s Day and thus have the habit of looking forward to the Day of the Lord. It is not a question of straining every
nerve and sinew like an athlete trying to be first in an Olympic
contest but simply of putting what talents we have to work each
day. A kind word, a smile, a cup of water offered to someone
thirsty—the least act done for love of God and neighbor will not
fail to be rewarded eternally. The meaningfulness of our present
universe, mighty and marvelous as it is, is that it will be transformed through the exercise of faith, hope, and charity into the
incomparably more wonderful kingdom of heaven.
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