SPIRITUAL LIFE

How Dedicated are we as both tenants, servants of God’s Kingdom

The Parable of the Tenants was first recorded by St. Mark.
Today Matthew retells the same parable with certain accom-
modations to suit his purpose. In Matthew’s context the slaves
represent the prophets of the Old Testament. The first group of
slaves were the prophets of Israel before the exile; the second,
the prophets after the exile. Neither were well received by the
people and finally the Lord of the vineyard sent his Son, Jesus
Christ. He, too, was rejected.

As a result God chose a new people composed of both Jews
and Gentiles. Now, as then, he calls them to become his own,
the new people of God, the Church. To these chosen people he
entrusts the Kingdom of God. He challenges them to yield a
rich harvest.

How often we hear it repeated: * The people are the Church. *
We are the Church, we are God’s people, called and gifted to
build God’s Kingdom here on earth.

Like all parables, the Parable of the Tenants invites us to put
ourselves into the story in order to discover a deeper meaning
and apply it to ourselves.

Let’s reflect on the parable from two points of view—that of
the tenants and that of the salves in service to their master.

In the first view we are the tenants. God has entrusted us with
his vineyard and challenged us to bear fruit for the harvest.
This is one of many Gospel invitations to become more active-
ly involved in Christ’s Church.

There is no simple formula which spells out what is required
to be a © good © Catholic. Permit me to be so bold as to suggest
three obvious requirements. Good Catholics are those who
attempt to live their lives in imitation of Jesus by observing
the Ten Commandments and reflecting the eight beatitudes.
Good Church members are those who contribute some of their
time, talent and financial resources to the Church. This in-
volves more than putting an envelope in the Sunday collec-
tion. It involves participation in parish activities and donating
time and talent in service of others. Good Catholics are those
who attend Mass on Sunday and participate fully in the sacra-
mental life of the Church.

Adopted from ‘Catholic Exponent’

In a nutshell, these might be considered our principal responsi-
bilities as Catholic Christians, tenants of the master’s vine-
yard. From time to time we might fail in little ways but if we
repeatedly fail to contribute anything significant to the har-
vest, the owner of the vineyard will send us a warning. Are we
prepared to accept the messenger and heed the message?
Hopefully, the answer is  yes. * If not , the Kingdom will be
taken away and given to another who will yield a rich harvest.

In the second view, we are the slaves, the servants of God. It is
our responsibility to remind the tenants of their obligation to
contribute to the harvest. How earnestly do we accept our re-
sponsibility in this regard?

Are we willing to confront our neighbor or our relative who
has stopped going to church? Do we have the courage to speak
up when someone we know is openly violating one of the
commandments or acting in a manner opposed to the beati-
tudes? Are we at all concerned when persons we know stop
receiving the sacraments or marry outside the Church or fail to
provide religious instruction for their children? Do we open
our church clubs and study groups to new persons seeking to
contribute their time and talents? Do we affirm those around
us who are actively working in the vineyard to yield a good
harvest?

These are a few of our responsibilities as God’s servants.

Today’s parable invites us to consider how we might become
better servants of the Lord.

And lastly, how do we react in the face of rejection? The serv-
ants in the parable were beaten, stoned or even killed. Are we
willing to pursue the Master’s will and work for justice in
spite of severe rejection? Like these servants we are often sent
to call others to accountability for the harvest.

As God’s people entrusted with responsibility for the King-
dom we are both tenant and servant. May we renew our dedi-
cation to work more closely together in order that our effort
this year will yield a record harvest.

Adopted from ‘Catholic Exponent’.

READINGS OF THE WEEK

Isaiah 5:1-7

Philippians 4:6-9

Matthew 21:33-43
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