Spiritual Life
The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
By: Fr. Greg Ames
The words, feng shui were hardly known just a few years
ago; and you are wondering whether feng shui is today’s
special at Mrs. Chows. It isn’t. It is the ancient Chinese
practice that desires harmony between people and their living space. It is a belief that the color of your room, the positioning of the furniture, the amount of metal influence the
attitude and the well being of those who live in that room.
In an article I read, the author said there are feng shui consultants who help you choose those things that bring harmony and good luck to your home. The position of the
swing in the backyard or the color of the front door can
make or break your job security or financial well being.
Some realtors even use the principles of feng shui to make
a house desirable. Said on realtor: An unbalanced house
reflects an unbalanced life. A staircase aligned with a front
door allows the energy to come down the stairs and out the
front door. A plant at the base of the stairs could help. The
usual pile of sneakers on the stairs will probably not.
Have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus
I am not sure that our financial well being or health is influenced by a wall color or the position of the couch. I do believe that an unbalanced house reflects an unbalanced life.
Today’s readings—especially the Parable of the Two
Sons—speak about the balance we need as disciples of Jesus in an often difficult, busy, and complicated world. No
need for you to tear down the wall paper or move the bed.
Just pay attention: THE ATTITUDE OF JESUS, THE ATTITUDE OF TWO SONS, THE ATTITUDE YOU EMBRACE.
THE ATTITUDE OF JESUS The people of his day were
able to know the attitude of Jesus by more than his words: a
look, the tone of his voice, a certain gesture. But we have
his stories, his words, and his recorded actions reveal his
attitude. Those who came into the presence of Jesus found
an attitude that was open, gentle, generous, always other
directed. Jesus balanced play, prayer, and service. He was
not like the people Ezekiel spoke of; grumbling about fair-

ness, complaining and self interested, out of balance. Jesus’
attitude always created balance.
THE ATTITUDE OF TWO SONS
We again hear a
parable found only in Matthew. The brilliance of Jesus’
story is that we see ourselves in both brothers. We are the
ones who make the promises: yep, count on me. I am going
to be there, I am going to do it. And then we are no shows
with all the supposed good excuses. And we are the ones
who say you want me to do what? I have no time, do you
realize how busy I am. But then we stop and think, how
small that sounds, how completely out of balance, and we
do the right thing. While he understands both brothers, Jesus concludes that at the end of the day he is not interested
in explanations. He is interested in the daily choices.
THE ATTITUDE YOU EMBRACE In the last two
weeks, the parables contained a character who is remarkably generous and forgiving. We are not told anything about
the attitude of the father in this parable. If he is anything
like most fathers, his love of the sons enables him to forgive their bad attitudes. And if he is God, then it is love that
he offers so that they and we can become people not only
of promises, but deeds.
What’s out of balance in your life? Your time, your relationships, your work? In an older translation, a bit different
from the new one we heard, Paul tells the Philippians,
YOUR ATTITUDE MUST BE CHRIST’S. Let that be our
prayer for the week. There is a lot about your life you cannot control, but your attitude, that you can control. Some of
us need to create balance by quiet, listening, prayer; that’s
why you are impatient. Others need to offer more service to
others; that’s why we can be selfish. Still others need more
time with their children (soccer field, football field, basketball court don’t count) to get to really know them; that’s
why we have problem relationships. Our attitude must be
one of both self nurturing, but also other directed. You may
use the principles of feng shui to create balance in your
house. But in your life, let it be by having the attitude of
Christ.

Readings of the Week
Ezekiel 18:25-28

Philippians 2:1-11
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Matthew 21:28-32
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