SPIRITUAL LIFE

The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today’s Gospel Jesus picks seventy-two disciples, gives
them instructions, sends them out and then hears their report
back of what they did. At first glance that does not seem an
important mission. Jesus will soon be passing through several
towns and villages, so he sends advance scouts to these places
that “he intended to visit.” He wants to inform the citizens of
those towns of his forthcoming visit.

But if we look more closely at this text, we discover what sort
of behavior Jesus expects from those who are entrusted with
the task of making his approach known to people.

In the first place Jesus himself chooses the seventy—two and
sends them out. And since he feels that there are too few la-
borers in the vineyard, he urges his disciples to pray that the
Father will send out still more. It almost seems a contradic-
tion that only those he chooses are sent out and yet they are
not enough.

The Gospel does not give reasons for this attitude on the part
of the Lord. What is certain is that Jesus does not ask for vol-
unteers. He does not send out an appeal to disciples to dedi-
cate themselves in this way. He himself designates those who
are to be sent. And since he perceives that there is a need for
many, he asks the disciples to pray to the Father so that others
will be designated. So here the ones proclaiming to kingdom
do so out of obedience to God’s call, not on their own per-
sonal initiative.

In the Old Testament it seems the Lord has always acted thus.
This is a constant feature in the vocation of the prophets. God
comes to seek them out and it usually turns out that they are
quite reluctant. But the Lord sends them out in any case. This
process is nicely expressed in Jeremiah’s account of his voca-
tion. “The word of the Lord came to me thus: Before I formed
you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedi-
cated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you. ‘Ah, Lord
God!” I said, ‘I know not how to speak; I am too young.’ but
the Lord answered me: Say not, ‘I am too young.” To whom-
ever I send you, you shall go; whatever I command you, you
shall speak™ (Jer 1:4-7).

These words of Jeremiah are almost a commentary on Jesus’
actions in the Gospel. The Lord commissions those he sends
to speak of God’s plan. They do not speak their own message
but the message God gives them.

Not only does the Lord choose and send out his disciples. He
also tells them how they are to go about it. Jesus’ instructions
are quite explicit. He sends them out “as lambs in the midst of
wolves.” a lamb lives in a flock and is dependent on its shep-
herd. Since it is dependent on is shepherd, the lamb does not
look to outside resources or outside means of security. That is

why Jesus’ first instruction is that his disciples strip down: no
walking staff or travelling bag or sandals. Then too a lamb is
a gentle, ingenuous animal who does not impose his will on
others and force them to submit to him.

The gentleness and ingenuousness of the lamb rules out an
authoritarian attitude whereby he would tend to impose his
personal ideas on others. The fact is that he will not be heeded
by the wolves. He will only be understood by those who like
himself, want to become lambs. He will not move from house
to house , seeking his own satisfaction. He is free of rancor
and unconcerned about the possible results of his efforts. A
gentle stubbornness will lead him to keep repeating what he is
commissioned to say even though people do not want to hear
him or what he has to say. He would prefer to do that than to
react violently against his rejection by those who oppose him.
Finally, his main concern will be to speak the truth rather than
to see others agreeing with him.

And yet we must remember Jesus’ disciples themselves were
chosen from among men. Thus the lambs that the Lord sends
are ex-wolves themselves. There may even be some wolf left
in some of the lambs. How much can be determined by seeing
how faithful they are to the instructions given by Jesus to his
advance men. To conform to the Lord’s expectations one
must be willing to switch from being a wolf to being a lamb.
One outlook and way of acting must be replaced by another.

So Paul tells us in today’s epistle, “all that matters is that one
is anew”. We cannot remain fixed in a particular state. We
must be willing to go out of ourselves and to become some-
thing else. As Paul points out, we must crucify the world and
be crucified to the world. He is saying that we must refuse to
live in the world according to its logic. We must challenge
the way other people understand and live out their lives.

And how do we do this? Paul says by bearing the marks of
Jesus in our bodies. Of himself, he said: “I bear the brand
marks of Jesus in my body.” So the proclamation of the king-
dom, as Jesus explains it to his envoys, is not a conviction
that is to be impressed on others; it is the testimony of one’s
own life.

A person must believe in the kingdom strongly enough to
conform his own life to it. Then one simple has to say: “The
kingdom is at hand”. The persuasive power of this message
will not lie in intellectual arguments but in the harmony be-
tween these words and the life of the person who pronounces
them.

Adopted from ‘Sunday Examiner’

READINGS OF THE WEEK

Isaiah 66:10-14

Galatians 6:14-18

Luke 10:1-20
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