SPIRITUAL LIFE

Sixth Sunday of Easter

HOPE MOST CERTAIN Our hope is as clearly
defined as geese flying in echelon. There is no
doubt about destination or purpose. The wings of
our hope carry us unerringly to the blissful event
that will mark the world’s end. This even will be
the return of the One who, after dwelling on earth
among men, said “I am going away and I shall
return” (John 14:2). It is also said, “This Jesus
who has been taken up from you into heaven ...
will return in the same way as you have seen him
depart” (Acts 1:11). In what way will Jesus re-
turn? He will return visibly in his glorified body.
Why will he thus return? In order that his second
Ascension may take place. The first Ascension
was of himself alone in his personal body. The
second Ascension will be in company with the
members of his mystical body of which he is the
head. This is the precise object of our Christian
hope: having risen from the dead in our bodies,
we will ascend gloriously with our King into the
eternal kingdom of God.

Acts 15:1-2; 22-29

The Jews were the first people on earth to have a
tangible hope in the one, true God. The outward
sign of this hope was circumcision. It meant that
they belonged to God who would send them sal-
vation in the person of the Messiah. But when
Jesus Christ came, the Jews who put their faith in
him as the Messiah continued also to put their
hope in circumcision and obedience to the Law of
Moses. What was ordained only as a preparation
for the coming of the Messiah was retained even
after he had come. And although Christ came to
save all men without distinction, his Jewish fol-
lowers insisted that all non-Jews who believed in
him should be circumcised and subjected to the
Law of Moses. But this was disputed by the con-
certed pagans, especially at Antioch where they
were very numerous. The matter was settled in
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their favor by the first Council of the Church,
held at Jerusalem in A.D. 49. Let us note the
complete absence of vagueness in the decision of
this Council: “It has been decided by the Holy
Spirit and by ourselves ...” the source of the cer-
titude of the hope of Christians is the Holy Spirit
dwelling within the Church.

Apocalypse 21:10-14; 22-23

The hopefulness of apocalyptic language is ex-
pressed in the concrete terms of a “new earth”
and a “new heaven,” as well as the end of time.
As our hope of salvation includes our bodies as
well as our souls, then we can hope in a future
world that will not simply be a habitat for disem-
bodied spirits. But as our bodies will be glorified,
so must the future environment of these bodies be
glorified. Hence the transformed universe de-
scribed by the Apocalypse of John in terms of the
new Jerusalem or holy city “coming down from
God out of heaven.” The glory of heaven will
transform our mundane world into a paradise of
which the beauty is compared by John to a city
built of precious stones.

John 14:23-29

In this part of his farewell discourse, Jesus speaks
of returning to his disciples after his death in two
ways: First, he will come immediately with his
Father and the Holy spirit to dwell within their
souls. This is the first fruit of his sacrifice that
they will receive. It is this indwelling of the Holy
Trinity in the human soul that causes Christian
hope to spring. The second return of which Jesus
speaks will be at the end of the world : “I am go-
ing away and shall return” (v. 28). This return
will be visible to our eyes of flesh for he will re-
turn in his body as a prelude to the second Ascen-
sion in which his members are to join, now that
they possess their risen and glorified bodies.

READINGS OF THE WEEK

Acts 15:22-29

Revelations 21:10-23

John 14:23-29
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