SPIRITUAL LIFE

Third Sunday of Easter

Lucian Truscott describes a busy morning in his
kitchen: running through the every day duties necessary
to launch an 8 year old on a week in 3rd grade. In the
midst of going through an extensive check list, his
daughter Lilly springs into the room and asks, excitedly,
Daddy may I please have pancakes for breakfast? Trus-
cott replies immediately, It’s a school morning. How
does cheerios and orange juice and a half a bagel
sound? As Lily turns to get dressed she pleads one more
time, Please daddy, I really want pancakes. At that mo-
ment, Truscott reflects: My mother and father adhered
to an unwritten dictum that pancakes belonged to that
pantheon of dishes defined as so delicious that they
couldn't be good for you, so they were relegated to the
rarefied status of Sunday morning treat-and not every
Sunday either. Now here [ was reacting to Lilly’s desire
for pancakes in the way every enlightened boomer par-
ent swore he or she would never behave: just like my
own parents. Thus began many mornings of eating pan-
cakes in the Truscott home, and the creation of the es-
say titles With Pancakes, Every Day is Sunday.

The disciple realize the tomb is empty in the morning. It
is no small thing that the Risen Jesus appears to his dis-
ciples at the start of a day. Easter is not only an event
that happened on a Sunday thousands of years ago. It is
a promise that with Jesus, every day is Sunday. A new
beginning is possible every day of your life. On a back
to work Monday; on a boring Thursday; on a rainy
Tuesday; on a Saturday filled with many activities. That
is the promise Jesus makes at that breakfast. A new be-
ginning is always possible. We must do more than just
show up for the meal. In order for a new beginning to
take place in our lives, we have to do what Peter did.

JUMP IN In the eyes of the world, Peter was one
big old failure. He left his job to follow this guy named
Jesus who gets himself killed. Big waste of time, during
which Peter acted like a coward and winds up back at
his old job. In the midst of all the disappointment the
coulda shoulda woulda thinking, Jesus appears. Notice
what Peter did. Doesn’t analyze; doesn't think boy Jesus
must be mad at me. He jumps in. you do not have to be
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trapped by your own sin, your disappointment, your
fear of what will Jesus think. A new beginning will hap-
pen if you jump in.

BRING IT TO JESUS I love the image
of the disciples hauling the nets in, bursting with fish,
but the nets not tearing. Scholars tell us it represents the
community of believers; there is room for everyone. But
I think of those smelly, dirty wet nets being dragged to
Jesus; and I think of the lives of the disciples; I think of
our lives. Jesus wants you to bring to him not only
where you are fresh and clean and lovely; but also the
parts of your life that are messy, and smelly and compli-
cated. He wants you to being it all to him. A new begin-
ning can take place when we bring all of our life to the
Risen Jesus.

LIVE THE ANSWER Three times Jesus
asks Peter if he loves him; three times Peter had denied
Jesus. This is not a test from Jesus, that Peter has to
worry about getting the right answer. It is a way of Je-
sus telling Peter, and us, that being his disciple is not
simply about what you know, but how you live. What is
important is not what Peter answers in the Gospel, but
how he lives the answer in the first reading. He is ready
and willing to serve, to feed, to lead, even if it gets him
in trouble. A new beginning can take place when we
realize a life of faith is not only learned, but lived. On a
flight back from Toronto I watched in both amusement
and disbelief the behavior of people as the plane pulled
into the terminal. We were hardly stopped and cell
phones were being used, the overhead bins opened, and
people from the back were running forward to be the
first out. Having just read the essay I thought, these
people need pancakes. In a few moments, you will be
fed at the table of the Lord. Might I suggest as you go
back to your seat, not out the door, but back to your
sear, that you take your time, you look around, and ask
why do I rush, what is so important, where do I miss the
Risen Jesus coming to me, and what is my answer when
the One who took the time to feed me asks, Do you love
me?

READINGS OF THE WEEK

Acts 5:27-41

Revelations 5:11-14

John 21:1-19
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