SPIRITUAL LIFE

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ordinary time! We return today to ordinary time in
our liturgy celebrations. I have never liked the ex-
pression “ordinary time”. How can the Christ events
that we celebrate in liturgy ever be considered ordi-
nary? Ordinary Time every year leads us on a gospel
journey with Jesus—a journey through his public
ministry to his death and resurrection. This liturgical
journey symbolizes our life journey as Christians.

The public ministry of Jesus begins, as John tells to-
day, at the wedding feast in Cana. What a striking
beginning it was! Mary notes that the win is about to
run out and she is concerned. How embarrassing it
would be for this young couple to begin their lives
together if they could not provide sufficient food and
drink for their guests. Mary brings her concern to Je-
sus and water is turned into wine in abundance. The
wedding reception continues and the party goes on.
What a wonderful work Jesus does! Because of him
the joy and happiness of the celebration continues.
Think of that, the first of the signs that Jesus does is
to insure that the joy and gladness of a wedding cele-
bration continues. Somehow that is fitting! It is Jesus
who supplies not only what is lacking but who ex-
ceeds all expectations. He doest he same for us. As
Mary brought her concern to Him, so bring yours to
Him, “Come to me, all you who labor and are bur-
dened.” Come to me”, He says.

John leads us in the telling of the Cana story to the
critical last sentence of the gospel: “Jesus did this as
the beginning of His signs at Cana in Galilee and so
revealed His glory, and His disciples began to be-
lieve in Him.” This sentence is crucial for John. The
divinity of Jesus is manifest in this sign and His
glory is revealed. Seeing these great wonders, His
disciples begin to believe in Him.

In the waters of Baptism we became alive in the
Lord, Jesus Christ. His glory has been revealed to us
and we have been enlivened by the Holy Spirit. That
same Spirit who manifests himself in each of us

Adopted from ‘Homilies Alive’

through his gifts. St. Paul describes these gifts to us
in the readings today. All of us are gifted but not all
in the same way. These gifts are given for our benefit
and for the benefit of all God’s people. You have
gifts to give and the Church awaits your gifts. “The
spirit produces all of these (gifts) distributing them
individually to each person as he wishes.” Baptism is
the beginning of our public ministry and our disciple-
ship expressed through the use of our gifts, an ongo-
ing expression of our belief and commitment to Je-
sus.

In Cana of Galilee Jesus worked the first of His signs
and throughout his public ministry He would con-
tinue to work and perform miracles. For the most
part what He did was either ignored or rejected. His
public ministry would culminate in the saving act of
our redemption — His death and resurrection. In this
Christ event He revealed His glory for all. His disci-
ples believed even more fully that He truly was
God’s Son.

Jesus continues to work His saving acts in our midst
occasionally in extraordinary ways. Most often they
were in the quiet events of mundane, everyday liv-
ing. Maybe that’s why we call it “ordinary time”.
Day in and day out Jesus is there for us. Without fan-
fare and in the quiet of our souls He works with us.
The trick is to see these saving acts and to know of
His presence so that we can believe even more fully
that Jesus is the very center of our being and, then to
publicly avow this.

When the headwaiter tested the water that had be-
come wine he said to the bridegroom, “Everyone
serves good wine first but you have kept the good
wine until now.” in other words, as wondrous and as
marvelous as the saving acts of Jesus in our lives
have been in the past, more and better is yet in store.
In the words of Isaiah: “For the Lord delights in you .
.. .and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall
your God rejoice in you.”

READINGS OF THE WEEK

Isaiah 62:1-5

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

John 2:1-12
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